
 

Grade 6 Reading MCA Item Sampler Key Guide 
 

An Introduction to the MCA 
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments are reading, mathematics, and 
science tests that help schools and districts measure student progress toward 
the state’s academic standards. The grades 3-8 mathematics assessments 
became operational in 2011 as the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments-
Series III (MCA-III) and are aligned to the 2007 Minnesota Academic Standards. 
In 2012, the science assessments became operational as the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments-Series III (MCA-III) and are aligned to the 2009 
Minnesota Academic Standards. In 2013, the grades 3-8 and 10 reading 
assessments are aligned to the 2010 Minnesota Academic Standards as the 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments-Series III (MCA-III). In 2014, the grade 
11 mathematics assessments are aligned to the 2007 Minnesota Academic 
Standards as the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments-Series III (MCA-III). 

 

The Purpose of the MCA Item Samplers 
An item sampler is not a complete test. It contains a smaller number of the 
items than students will see on a full-length test in the spring. The MCA Item 
Samplers were developed to familiarize students and teachers with the format of 
the MCA and the kinds of items that will appear on them. 

The MCA Item Sampler is not a real test. It should not be used to predict how 
well students will do on the tests. However, students may feel more comfortable 
with the tests if they have reviewed the Item Samplers prior to the test. 

 

How the MCA Item Samplers Were Created 
The Item Samplers mirror the format of the MCA. The functionality, navigation 
and how students answer items reflect the way the test will look in the spring, 
except that the Item Sampler is shorter than the actual test. As with all MCAs, 
the reading passages and the math and reading questions have been thoroughly 
review by Minnesota teachers prior to testing. Minnesota students have 
answered these questions on previous tests.  

  



 

The distribution of question types and their aligned content selected for the Item 
Sampler generally reflects a range of items from each strand in the Minnesota 
Academic Standards. Whenever possible, the Item Samplers have the following 
designs: 

Reading: 

• Four segments  
• Three passages 

° Literature passages, informational passages and text sets will be 
used if available and aligned for test specifications for that grade 
level. 

• Multiple-choice items 
° Five to eleven multiple-choice items for single passages 

° Ten to fifteen multiple-choice items for text sets 

• Technology-enhanced items 
° Four to six technology-enhanced items for single passages 

° Five to ten technology-enhanced items for text sets 

• Appropriate Lexile of passages for the test specifications of the grade 
 

The Contents of This Teacher’s Guide 
The Answer Key identifies the answers to the questions. The key also identifies 
the strand/sub-strand/standard/benchmark from the Minnesota Academic 
Standards to which each question is aligned. 

 

State Standards and Test Specifications 
The Item Samplers are primarily intended to familiarize teachers and students 
with the format of the MCA. The best preparation for the content of the MCA is 
done as a part of your curriculum planning. When doing that, reference the 
Minnesota Academic Standards and the test specifications for the MCA. For 
further questions about the MCAs, email us at mde.testing@state.mn.us. 
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Grade 6 Teacher’s Guide 
MCA-III Item Sampler Answer Key 

Grade 6 Reading 
 

Section 1 
10 Questions 
Item 

# 
Correct 
Answer 

Item Type Skill Domain SSB Depth of 
Knowledge 

1 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.4.3.3 II 
2 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.4.3.3 III 
3 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.3.3 III 
4 C MC Craft and Structure 6.4.5.5 II 
5 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.1.1 I 
6 B MC Craft and Structure 6.4.4.4 II 
7 D MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.1.1 II 
8 A MC Craft and Structure 6.4.4.4 II 
9 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.4.2.2 III 
10 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.4.1.1 II 

 
Section 2 
12 Questions 
Item 

# 
Correct 
Answer 

Item Type Skill Domain SSB Depth of 
Knowledge 

1 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.2.2 II 
2 C MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 II 
3 B MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 II 
4 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
5 B MC Integration of 

Knowledge and Ideas 
6.5.8.8 II 

6 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
7 C MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 III 
8 *TE key guide TE Integration of 

Knowledge and Ideas 
6.5.8.8 III 

9 D MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
10 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
11 D MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 II 
12 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.3.3 II 

 
Section 3 
5 Questions 
Item 

# 
Correct 
Answer 

Item Type Skill Domain SSB Depth of 
Knowledge 

1 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.3.3 I 
2 *TE key guide TE Craft and Structure 6.4.5.5 II 
3 B MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.1.1 II 
4 *TE key guide TE Craft and Structure 6.4.4.4 II 
5 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.4.2.2 II 

 
  



Section 4 
19 Questions 
Item 

# 
Correct 
Answer 

Item Type Skill Domain SSB Depth of 
Knowledge 

1 C MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 II 
2 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
3 B MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 I 
4 B MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 I 
5 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
6 A MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 II 
7 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
8 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
9 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
10 B MC Craft and Structure 6.5.4.4 I 
11 D MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
12 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
13 C MC Craft and Structure 6.5.6.6 III 
14 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 III 
15 A MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.3.3 III 
16 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.2.2 III 
17 D MC Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 III 
18 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.1.1 II 
19 *TE key guide TE Key Ideas and Details 6.5.2.2 II 

 
 

*Answers for TEs can be found in the Grade 6 Key Guide for Technology Enhanced Items. 

Passage Characteristics 
Segment Title Type Lexile Word Count 

1 The Trade Fair at Sheshalik L 1160 821 
2 Your Local Desert Food and Drugstore I 1120 746 
3 Catalog L N/A 200 
4 Diwali: The Indian Festival of Lights/ 

Celebrate Light in the Dark 
I/I 1120/1160 1102 

 

  



 

Legend: 

Correct Answer — Answers to multiple-choice questions are listed. 

Item Type — Multiple Choice (MC) 

Skill Domain — The Skill Domain to which the item is aligned. The Skill 
Domains are the following: 

• Key Ideas and Details 
• Craft and Structure 
• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

SSB — The SSB includes the grade, sub-strand, standard and benchmark to which an 
item is aligned. 

Depth of Knowledge (DOK) — A classification of the complexity of an item based on 
Norman L. Webb’s Depth of Knowledge. See the test specifications for an 
explanation of DOKs. 

• Level I: Recall 
• Level II: Skill/Concept 
• Level III: Strategic Thinking 

Passage Characteristics — Each passage has several characteristics that are used 
when constructing the MCAs: 

• Type: The reading MCAs use literature passages, 
informational passages and text sets. 

• Lexile: Lexile is a readability measure used on the MCAs 
to determine text difficulty. (Lexile does not apply to 
poems.) 

• Word Count: The total number of words in the passage, 
not including the introduction contained before the 
title. 

 

 



Grade 6 Key Guide for Technology-enhanced Sampler Items 
 
Section 1 
10 Questions 
 
Question 1 
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